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black all over. The primary quills are black, and so are
the tips of the others and of the tail, and the head ^nd
neck are slaty black, with the exception of two white bands
which start as broad patches behind the eyes and, rapidly
narrowing, run down the sides of the neck, joining a
little way down and covering the back of the neck also,
The bare crown is black in front and red behind, the bill
dull green, and the legs black ; the eyes are red, brown or
even yellow. Young "birds have feathered heads and
shorter and firmer tertiary quills; their plumage is grey
with buff edges, and buff on the head and neck. A full
grown bird is nearly four feet long, with the wing about
twenty-two inches to the end of the primary quills,
not the long tertiary plumes. The shank is about nine
inches long and the bill about half that.
This species is the crane par excellence, and has the
widest range of all, across the northern part of the
Old World. It migrates south in winter, when it visits
India, penetrating as far south as the Mahanuddy and
the Bombay Deccan, beyond which its occurrence is open
to doubt. It is commonest in the northern parts of its
range with us, and never breeds in India, leaving the
country about March as a rule. It is found in flocks,
often of large size, and is very destructive to crops,
attacking various sorts of grain and even water-melons.
After such ravages it is very good eating, so that it
makes some amends in this way. A good many are
caught as ornamental birds, but the supply has been
scanty for the last few years. Possibly the greater
abundance, above noted, of the White Crane will account
for this, for cranes will require a great deal of space
per pair when breeding, and the grey bird may have been
driven off its nesting ground in the north by the larger
species. A very delightful account of the nesting of the
Common Crane in Lapland has been given by Wolley,

